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NEXT MEETING
Tuesday March 6th
7.30pn
Lions White House
At the time of printing this newsletter we had not yet
dedded onaguest spesker so it will be asurprise on
meding night.

The trading table, plants on dsplay and library will
all be operating.

Please bring a small plate for supper which will be
held duing the evening.

Volunteas will be neeled to help vacuum

The February plant of the month waswon by the hall after the meding.
our newest member Beryl Calder with Lc
Mari's Song. Happy March birthday to..... 04 ¢
Linda Alexander, Evelyn Ong and Man &J
MESSAGE OF THE MONTH Lo. %3_,
| imagine every one of youis getting sick andtired of
watering, watering, watering-1 know | am! It has be- Raffle Results....
come quite a misson to keep the plants cod with Prizes this month were donated by
fans and trying to catch any breeze that is abou. !' Bev Meredith, Jim and Margaret

ting too stressed.

While | was in Akaroa earlier in the month | did a bit
of abush walk to visit a2000year old totara. While
everyone dse was watching the ground | was scan-
ning the trees to see if |1 could find any orchids. Un- Sorry, the stand-in scribe did na
fortunately | saw nore but later that day the group of make anote of whowon the prizes.
walkers | was with found a large aea of terrestria
orchids way up high in the hills and brought me a
sample bad. | shall have to get a native orchid guru Sorry to hear that Diana Elfleet has had a short
to identify it as | have never seen ore of this particu- stay in hospital.

lar orchid species before. Beryl Finlay had a nasty car accident .
Keg an eye on those plants, remember the Ribbon and Pam Hughes fell over in the house
Show is coming up fast so keep the slugs and snails and hurt her ankle.

off the plants and benches.

ED Hope everyone else is OK!

The raffle made $43.00for club

Here's hoping that you and your plants are not get- i Shaw, and Ken Morse. Thanks.
funds.
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FROM THE FEBRUARY MEETING

52 members attended including our newest member |
Beryl Calder. Welcome to the AOC Beryl. Vistors

for the evening were Philli p and Ganghi Zhou

Apologies: Mary Jones, Miriam and Assd Corban,
Jean Treadwell, Diana Elfled and Patrick Stepanicic

(who has broken hiswrist).

Notices. Gary and Heaher Cooke have bodked abus
trip to the Te Puke Show on 31st March and will be 7

colleding money at the next meding.
The st is $30.00for members and $36.00for non-
members.

Ribbon Show: 14th April, cost of entry and BBQ is *

$6.00.Please pay Lee.

Bromdliad Show: Mt Eden War Memoria Hall

(oppasite Potters Park in Dominion Road) 24th and

25th February.

Hazmobil e Brochures:

Available if needed.

Firewood

Kinding sizeto logs available from Kim Y oung.

Taranaki Orchid Society Summer Show: Ron Reeves -
gave us his impresgons of this sow. That it wasa -
gred time for those who attended and the Boat Sae -
was particularly suppated by AOC members, some =
of whom had great difficulty padking their car with =

all their purchases to return hame.

Alf Day reinforced this opinion bu emphasized the -
Disa display - colours ranging from white, red and =

yellows and this was one of the biggest displays of
Disa he had seen. It was well worth the visit.

Dried Blood Gary had prepared bags of dried blood
ready to use & it neals to go orto cymbidiums in .
February. Immerse the bag in a bucket of water and ..
after 3-4 days use this water, diluted if necessary to .,
water your plants. The ideais to produce growths .

now, to encourage flowers for next year.

Mike Ledty suggested that the bag can bere-used in .
ancther bucket, while Alf Day anchors his with a |,
stone and a piece of string and dopsit into his 1200 |,
litre tank from which he waters continuowly. It is

not recmmended to use on cymbidiums for more

than 2weeks as the flower spikes which have dready

formed will grow too fast and will be too soft.

DON'T FORGET THE RIBBON SHOW ON APRIL 14TH

KEEP AN EYE ON THOSE PLANTS- YOU JUST MAY
HAVE THE GRAND CHAMPION SITTING IN YOUR
SHADE HOUSE!
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
Glenys MacRae

-
I

||

|1

||

* This message may seem early but we are only
H four club meetings away from the AGM and we
= do need to start talking about positions on the ex-
= ecutive committee.

+ At the time of writing this the positions that need
+ to be filled are President, Vice President, Treas-
H urer and Programme Chairman.

H Vice President — This is a very easy job. You
H don’t have to do anything except be available to
. stand in for the President on the rare occasion
. that person cannot attend the meeting.

. Treasurer - Our current Treasurer would con-
. sider taking on a different role on the executive if
| someone took over the Treasurers job. Lee has
' done a marvelous job with the accounts and I'm
| sure it wouldn't be too difficult to pick it up with
_ some initial assistance from Lee.

' Programme Chairman - Currently we don't
U have one which has meant the rest of the com-
| mittee has been taking turns to organize pro-
© grammes. However, we are all busy with other
H committee work so it would be nice if someone
H could take this on and lessen the load. The per-
H son taking on this job will get plenty of support
+ from the executive so don't think you would have
= to come up with all the ideas yourself.

+ President - Most of you will be aware that I am
}: in my third and final year as President. Due to an
H increasing workload and extra responsibility in my
H ‘daytime job’, I do not have the energy to con-
. tinue as President.

. The President does have to make the commit-
. ment to the club but we have a fantastic execu-
| tive and show committee to organize everything,
' so really the President just has to be available for
. meetings.

. If standing and talking in front of a group of peo-
~ ple is putting you off I can tell you, that you very
. quickly become used to it and the butterflies in
I the stomach soon disappear! I am not a natural
H public speaker but the regular practice club meet-
H ings gives has assisted me in my job where on
“ occasion I have to address groups of people. Be-
H ing able to deliver a lecture to 80-100 Unitec stu-
+  dents without butterflies is a great achievement.
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Please consider taking a position on the execu-
tive. The club cannot function without a commit-
tee. Some of us have been on the committee for
years and we are getting tired. Apart from doing
your bit for the club, committee work is a great
way of getting to know people better.

o
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PLANTS ON DISPLAY
ANGRAECUM
Angcm scottianum
- Grahame Leafberg
ASPASIA
Asp lunaa #
- Ron Reeves
BRASSIA
Brs Rex ‘Choice
- Pauline Weeks
CATTLE YA
C schofieldiana
- Leroy Orchids
DENDROBIUM
Den crepidiferum
- Leroy Orchids
Den crepidiferum
- Grahame Leafberg
Den (teretefolium ‘Black Pam’ x linguforme) x
teretefolium
- Wolf and Faith Grausch
DISA
Disa uniflora ‘Goldstreak’ x uniflora Alba ‘ Torbay
Moonteam’ (First flowering seedling)
Disauniflora ‘ Torbay Pomegranate’
Disalssy Klein #
DisaAlecLurie ‘Paradise Paramourt” AM/OCNZ
Disalssy Klein x uniflora #
- Dennis Chuah
LAELIA
L purpurata carnea #
- William andMan Lo
LAELIOCATTLEYA

Lc Mari’s Song

- Beryl Calder Bev' plant has not yet been
MASDEVALLIA registered, so we have no
Masd Violetta heading for it.

- Dennis Chuah Cyrtochilum edwardii x
MILTONIA Baptistonia enchinata

Milt Herralexanadre

- William andMan Lo
ONCIDIUM

Onc sphacdatum #

- Ron Reeves

Onc long pes

- Grahame Leafberg
PAPHIOPEDILUM

Paph Harrisianum ‘Balls Var
Paph Drewettii

- William andMan Lo
PHALAENOPSIS

Phal Unknown

Phal Cis Ryerson x (Cherryvale x Evangeline)
- Kim Young
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Phal Unknown

- Linda Alexander

Phal Kahurangi

- Dennis Chuah

PROMENAEA

Prom xanthina

- Leroy Orchids

Prom stapeloides x Self (4 plants)
- Wolf and Faith Grausch
SARCOCHILUS

Sarco Unknown

- Anjo McKernon

SARTYLIS

Sarts Blue Knob#Reg 1973
Made up from Sarco hartmanni x Rhynchaostylis
retusa

- Ken Morse

SOBRALIA

Sob Songbird (2 plants)

- Peter C Elfled
SOPHROLALIOCATTLEYA
Slc Predous Jewel x Sc Chester#
Reg 2004 nav cdled Sic Jewel Chest
-Slc Coastal Gold * Geyserland
Slc Teen Angel * Copper Clad’
Slc Teen Angel ‘Hoky Poky’

Slc Bright Hawaii * Show Off’

- Beryl Calder

STANHOPEA

Stan dewoniensis #

- RonReeves

Stan tigrina

- Wolf and Faith Grausch
VUYLSTEKEARA

Vuyl Cambria‘Noyo’

- Leroy Orchids

WILSONARA

Wils Bonre Nuit x Odm Mont Mado
- Leroy Orchids

ZYGOSTATES

Zygostates postulata

- Grahame Leafberg

Thaose members with a# beside your plant name
please rrect your label.

Plant names written in italics depicts it is a spe-
cies.

The plant commentary was ably performed by
Heé&her Cooke and ou newest (but very knowl-
edgeable member) Beryl Calder.

There was a fantastic array of quality plants for
them to view.

Thanks to all members who lrought plants to the
meding.



CULTURE QUESTIONS

Q. From Timaru Orchid Society by email.

Why does my Den Hilda Poxon dop it’s flowers
when the spikes are partly formed?

A. Den Hilda Poxon is Den spedosum X tereti-
folium onre of which flowers in the spring and the
other in autumn, so the plant can get confused with
flowering times whil e fluctuating temperatures can
also be aproblem.

Q. Heaher brought in a sample of fertili zer solution
the CF tested 9.What does this tell us?

A. The caoric fador (CF) indicates the strength of
food and a CF of 9 can be used on cymbidiums as
long as it has built up to this drength over a period
of weeks. If you use aCF greaer than 5 onOdonts
the bulbs are likely to split the and growth stop,
while it has been recommended that catleyas prefer
8-10.

GUEST SPEAKER
Alf Day

Alf used to grow odortoglossums and athough the
plants haven't changed he now grows ‘the Greater
Oncidium Alliancé - the name has changed!
The Greater Oncidium Alliance is comprised of
many genera and intergeneric hybrids, some of
which are eaier to grow than athersin ou climate.
Alf suggests you shop aroundto get the plants that
will suit your growing condtions. Wilsonara' s and
odortocidiums are more temperature tolerant and
will put up with more temperature fluctuations than
most of this alliance and are therefore easier to
grow in Auckland. Odortoglossums are not hard to
grow as long as they do nd dry out and realy
thrive in an area with automatic misting, plenty of
air movement and a buoyant atmosphere. Alf then
proceeded with a slide show which had been pre-
pared by Leigh Ledty for judges training. It was a
very informative resume eplaining the composi-
tion d many intergenerics in this aliance For ex-
ample, Miltoniax Brasga =Miltassa
Odortoglossum x Miltonia x Brasda= Degarmoara,
these plants have long spikes, big flowers and are
easy to grow so it isworth having 1 or 2 in a @l-
lection. Alf gave us numerous examples with col-
ourful slides as examples of each.
Intergenerics make judging difficult as al compo-
nents in the breeding neal to be considered. The
Gredger Oncidium Alliance will however give
growers the biggest range of colour and shape and

the oppatunity to spread flowering throughou the
yed.

Culture: Alf repots when they have anew growth
abou 20cm long. If ferns are growing in the pot he
repots when there is a growth and removes al the
fern. He hoses off the old bark being careful not to
damage new roats.

Back bubs can be taken off, trea the ait with flow-
ers of sulphu then place the bulbs in a clay pot in
abou 5cm of sphagnum moss Keg misted and
abou 60% will grow in about 6 weeks.

The plants in the Greaer Oncidium Alliance do rot
have a‘rest’ period uressthere is alot of oncidium
inthe aoss

Alf believes we need to ‘look at our plants to keep
in touch with how they are growing.
Thanks Alf for sharing your
enthusiasm with us.
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from behind the shade house......

Head that Grahame and Ruth Leafberg
have become grandparents for the first
time. Congratulations to you bath. An-

other wonderful part of your lives has be-
gun. Loads of fun and babysitting !

As | was going through and checking
the plants on dsplay labels from last
month a strange one appeaed with
Leroy’s name onit. Quaote: “Oldie — any
one &le to name? Lee, | am paositive
the name you are looking for is Roy!
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AUCKLAND ORCHID CLUB
RIBBON SHOW
April 14th 2007- Hobsonville Hall

Entry price is $6.00 per person which in-
cludes a BBQ lunch. Please pay Lee at the
next meeting as we need to know numbers
attending the BBQ.

This is a great day and not to be missed!

Get to know your fellow orchid club mem-
bers!
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